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From the Desk of the Archives Advisor
Rene Georgopalis, Executive Director/Archives Advisor
funding. The news was not as terrible
as we feared it could be, but it is
difficult for ASA to receive any cut
in funding, especially at a time of
internal expansion. As many of you
know, we currently have more staff
than ever and we have the need to
develop internally to better serve our
members.
In early March, Shamin and I were
invited to the legislature to meet
with the Minister of Culture and
Tourism, who at that time was
Minister Kubinec, to discuss the
province’s 2015-2016 budget.
We walked across the High Level
bridge to go to the meeting and on
the way we nervously discussed the
unknown fate of the ASA. I believe
that the elimination of the NADP
in 2012 has left archivists feeling
rather nervous and Shamin and I
were preparing for the worst. The
Minister at that time explained
that we were getting a cut and she
did not know the exact figures.
She then asked us how the ASA
would make up for that loss of
money. About one month after the
meeting, AHRF informed us that we
were getting a 4.89% decrease in
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Interestingly, the government has
completely changed as on May 5, the
NDP won a majority government.
The new Minister of Culture and
Tourism, David Eggen, was officially
sworn into office in late May/early
June. The ASA has already contacted
the Minister to congratulate him and
requested a meeting to discuss the
work ASA does and the province’s
archives.
In addition to the changing politics,
we have had a busy spring at ASA.
I taught the Archives Institute for
the third time now. This year it was
almost exclusively taught by ASA staff
as Amanda and Emily from the Flood
Advisory Programme taught some
sessions. We had a May workshop on
the OAIS model as well as our Spring
Institutional Forum and AGM. The ASA
has been busy preparing for Archives

1
2
3
3
4

Week 2015. The theme is Alberta
for Sale! which is a focus on Alberta
businesses with commercials being
the area of interest for our calendar
and film night. We are planning a
film night launch for October 3 at
the Metro Cinema in Edmonton.
More details on Archives Week will
be forthcoming in the summer. The
ASA has been making its plans for
the 2016 conference. We hope to
have a call for proposals coming this
summer.
Many archivists are going to
conferences this spring – so far
some community members have
mentioned that they are attending
the ACA conference and ICA
conference. Edmonton hosted
the Canadian Association for
Conservation Conference which
welcomed conservators from across
Canada. More information on that
can be found in this newsletter.
Lastly, the Flood Team has been
working hard. The flood recovery in
Fort McMurray has been completed.
The Lead Team have been preparing
to make videos on disaster recovery.
We cannot wait to share them with
the archival community.
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Archives institute - instructors' perspective
emily turgeon-brunet, amanda oliver and Rene Georgopalis
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Back row, L-R: Madison Sharman, Colleen Paull, Kaitlyn Hill, Kristina Rissling, Bisi Adeoye,
Meagan Bowler, Fatima Parvez, Roberta Kerr, Crys White.
Centre, L-R: Candace Loder, Jennifer Royal, Dominique Unger, Mikayla Waldman, Diann Allan.
Front, L-R: Cathy Fulton, Karen Milligan-Thurston, Cameron Shirvell, Adam Hicks, Marion
Thompson.

Early May was a busy week for ASA
– we hosted our annual Archives
Institute at the University of
Calgary. The Archives Institute is
an intensive six day course which
covers the fundamental concepts
and theories of archival science.
Topics include: acquisition,
appraisal, arrangement,
description, preservation,
reference and access and disaster
preparedness, among others.
We had nineteen participants from
institutions across Canada take
part in this year’s institute. Our
participants came from a variety of
institutions with varying levels of
experience. Some participants were
already working in archives with the
hopes of gaining more formalized
training whereas others were in
the process of creating an archival
program for their institution.
The diversity in experience and
types of archival institutions
represented led to stimulating
discussions throughout the week.
Our participants have completed
their take home assignments, a
requirement to successfully
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complete the course and to receive
the Archives Institute certificate.
Good luck to all of our participants
in their future endeavours!
The Archives Institute is a
wonderful way to study the
fundamentals of archival science
at an introductory level and to
network with other like-minded
individuals from across the country.
We enjoyed instructing modules
of this year’s course and meeting
so many new faces in the archival
community. We would like to
thank the staff at the University
of Calgary Archives for all of their
help throughout the week and to
all of our participants for their
contributions throughout the
course.
If you could not make it to this
year’s Archives Institute – do not
fret! The ASA’s Archives Institute
is an annual event. Next year’s
course will be held in Edmonton.
Check our website in early 2016 for
registration information or contact
the ASA for more information. We
hope to see you there!

www.archivesalberta.org

archives institute - student's perspective
madison sharman, galloway station museum
The Edson Public Library and Archives is currently
going through a major change. The Archives that were
once housed in the Library building are now being
moved to the Galloway Station Museum into a purpose
built room. The archives have sat for just over a year
without an archivist to keep it going. The daunting
challenge of moving and continuing the archives was
passed onto the Edson and District Historical Society
who has had no previous experience in archives. With
the introduction of the archives into the museum,
we were really at a loss as to how we were going to
receive the necessary training into order to create a
valuable research facility and preserve history for the
community.

After some research, the Archives Institute was
recommended to me by Rene in order to start working
on the Edson Public Archives. I was so pleased to attend
the program at beginning of May. I had little to no
knowledge of archives going into the program and did
not know what to expect.
Each topic that was covered during the 6 days gave
me a solid foundation to start working with the
archives and will help me create a valuable resource
for the Town of Edson. The incredible firsthand
knowledge from the instructors was invaluable, as
well as the discussions that came from the class. I
highly recommend anyone who is interested in a basic
understanding of archives to take this course!

it's all in the presentation: Cac conference
emily turgeon-brunet, lead conservator for the flood advisory program
This year’s 41st Annual CAC-ACCR (Canadian Association
for Conservation of Cultural Property) conference took
place in Edmonton at the Art Gallery of Alberta from
May 28th – 30th, 2015. The theme for the conference,
Conserving the Past, Embracing the Future, was met with
talks ranging from caring for indigenous collections and
outdoor murals, to managing large-scale conservation
projects.
I had the opportunity to attend the conference,
including 33 presentations, the Old Strathcona Heritage
Tour, the opening reception at the Yellowhead Brewery
and the closing banquet at the Muttart Conservatory.

Amanda Oliver,
Lead Archivist
Photo credit: Yesan Ham

On the final day of the conference, during the
Disaster Management session, Amanda Oliver, the Lead
Archivist, and I presented on the services offered by
the Flood Advisory Programme and what our most
recent projects have been.
In addition to discussing our project, our presentation,
“Worst Case Scenario: Preparing Alberta’s Archives
for Future Disasters” highlighted ASA’s institutional
members that were negatively impacted by the June
2013 flooding.
The conference was a wonderful opportunity to share
ideas with fellow conservators and to receive feedback.

Emily Turgeon-Brunet,
Lead Conservator
Photo credit: Yesan Ham
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ASA oais workshop - don't let the acronyms scare you
philip pype, archivist, esplanade Archives

On May 22, the Archives Society of Alberta hosted a workshop on the Open Archives Information
Systems (OAIS) reference model. Instructor Elizabeth Walker, City of Edmonton Digital Archivist,
was our instructor. As the City of Edmonton’s first digital archivist, she has been developing,
from the ground up, a sustainable digital archives program. In attendance were 15 students,
representing a broad spectrum of institutions and organizations, including larger and smaller
community archives, college archives and the Provincial Archives of Alberta.
OAIS is a conceptual framework for an archival system
dedicated to preserving and maintaining access to
digital information over the long term. It is not a strict,
step-by-step guide of how to manage digital records,
but provides guidance in informing archives of what
elements should be in place to meet our obligations as
archives.

Some of the biggest take-aways of this workshop
include:
i. International standards such as ISO 14721:2003
and the OAIS model are providing us with guidance
and goals to work towards.
ii. Techniques and processes for handling digital
archives are always being developed, and that
learning to work with them will be an on-going
process.

OAIS at first appears very technical and intimidating,
with a plethora of acronyms such as SIPs, AIPs, and
DIPs. Although the prospect of caring for digital records
can be both of these, Elizabeth led us through the key
principles of OAIS, making them understandable and
tangible for us archivists who are more comfortable
with paper and photos.

iii. All archives in Alberta should and will be part of
this learning process together.
iv. There is leadership capacity and desire across
the Alberta archives community to face common
challenges in working with these constantly
developing digital realities.

Throughout the day there were presentations and
discussions of how this model currently works for the
City of Edmonton and how it potentially may work in
the future, as well as discussions of the state of digital
archiving in Alberta.

I understand that this workshop built upon Jeremy
Heil’s workshop, ‘Managing Electronic Records’. As it
was over-subscribed in November, it is being offered
again this upcoming September. I look forward to this
opportunity to continue my digital education.

Elizabeth led us through the concepts of OAIS so we
could draw parallels to how we already work with
records destined for and in the archives. We talked
about processes and techniques that she has in
place, is developing, and is looking to implement,
and she shared with us her working documents.
This presentation both demonstrated some of the
challenges of digital records archiving and made us
more comfortable with the prospects of managing
digital formats and media.
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Thank you to the ASA Education Committee for
facilitating this exploration of progressive archival
theory and practice, the City of Edmonton Archives
for their leadership in addressing what is and will
be a challenge for Alberta’s archival community,
and Elizabeth Walker for sharing her knowledge and
experience with us.
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Provincial archives of alberta hosts 30th edition of annual film night
braden cannon, private records archivist, provincial archives of alberta

On May 30th of this year, the Provincial Archives of
Alberta was proud to host the 30th edition of its Film
Night, an annual celebration of the PAA’s extensive
audiovisual holdings that began in 1984 (the years
1995 and 2003 did not have a Film Night, hence the
discrepancy). That first Film Night was screened at the
Royal Alberta Museum (then the Provincial Museum of
Alberta) and featured educational films and amateur
footage of a royal visit to Edmonton in 1939. Since then,
Film Night events have featured a wide variety of films
and videos usually arranged around a common theme,
including “Promotion and Propaganda,” “The Cowboy
Legend,” “The Old Soft Sell” (advertisements from PAA
holdings), “Don’t Point That Thing at Me” (a celebration
of home movies and their often-reluctant stars), “Film
Night Full Nelson” (which featured wrestling clips,
both professional and amateur), and “Now That We Are
Filmmakers: Films By and About Albertan Women.”

The theme for the 2015 edition of Film Night was
“Fallout! Civil Defence Films from the 1950s.” The
screening featured five short films created by Civil
Defence agencies in Canada, the United States, and the
United Kingdom extolling the importance of preparation
for the threat of nuclear attack during the Cold War.
These films, all of which were used for educational
purposes by Alberta Civil Defence and are now part of
the PAA collection, were followed by a late showing
of the 1980s cult classic Red Dawn, a Cold War relic
about resourceful teenagers and their struggles against
invading Soviet and Cuban forces.
This year’s Film Night was very well-received by the
180 attendees for the two screenings. In addition, PAA
staff were on site to discuss the specific films and the
importance of archives and film preservation in general.
On June 3rd, there was a follow-up event held at the
Provincial Archives entitled “Fallout! The Aftermath.”
This was a panel discussion featuring University of
Alberta professors David Marples and Robert Smith as
well as Ken Tingley, a historical resource consultant
and president of the Edmonton Civil Defence Museum
Association. The speakers presented on topics related
to Civil Defence in Alberta and the Soviet Union.

The event started at the Royal Alberta Museum,
where the Provincial Archives used to be located, but
then moved to the Metro Cinema in 2005 when that
organization was based out of the Citadel Theatre in
downtown Edmonton. When the Metro Cinema moved to
the Garneau Theatre near the University of Alberta, the
PAA was pleased to continue the partnership with Metro
in that historic building. Film Night events have been
held in the Garneau Theatre since 2012.
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After a brief respite from all things Film Night, we will
soon start plans for the 31st edition (and the 32nd,
33rd, 34th……).
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slis award recipient
Jia jia yong
I am currently in my final year of the Master of Library and
Information Studies program at the University of Alberta with
an interest in archives. I started volunteering at an archive
before I had even realized it was what I wanted to do. And once
I’d made up my mind to pursue archives, I started looking for
opportunities to learn and gain more experience. As a result,
last semester I enrolled in the Archives Administration course,
facilitated by Leslie Latta and taught by staff of the Provincial
Archives, and the Records Management course, taught by Judy
Kovacs.
In addition to attending informative lectures, I enjoyed working
on the various assignments, including a disaster plan briefing
memo, an audiovisual preservation plan, and a design proposal
for a records centre. To be taught by individuals who are
working and active in their field is what made these courses
valuable for me. I gained insight into real issues and challenges
of the archival profession and learned to think critically about
how and why theory and practice may differ. I’m grateful for
everyone who took the time to teach and mentor us. And I
would like to thank the ASA community for its contribution
to my education through this scholarship. As I’m beginning to
join various professional associations and attend conferences,
seminars, and workshops, having support from the ASA is
encouraging and inspiring. Thank you!

symposium: john p. l. roberts, the cbc and music in canada
regina landwehr, archivist, university of calgary archives & special collections

For those who work with music related
collections, or have an interest in a period of
Canadian history that saw the development
of some of our most cherished Canadian
composers, musicians and performers from
the 1950s to 1970s, consider coming to the
University of Calgary on October 1 and 2, 2015
to celebrate International Music Day, to listen
to a symposium, contemplate an exhibit and
enjoy an evening concert. Details about the
events and registration can be found here:
<http://scpa.ucalgary.ca/events/symposium>
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ASA individual membership grants - reminder AND updateS
Bursary: This grant is available to an Alberta resident
who is enrolled in a post-graduate archival program.
The amount of the bursary is $1500. Please note that
the application deadline for the bursary is July 31,
2015.

The ASA would like to remind you about some of the
grants available for individual members as well as
inform you of the changes that have happened to the
grants for the 2015 – 2016 fiscal year.
The following grants are available to individual
members to assist with various archival education
opportunities:

Tuition Support: The Tuition Support grant helps
cover the costs of attending a records management or
archival studies course. Individual members are eligible
for a maximum of $250 with $500 being available per
year. The grant is offered throughout the year.

Education Program Travel Assistance: Only available for
travel costs for those attending ASA’s Archives Institute.
Budget is $2000. This grant is no longer available for
ASA’s fall and spring workshops.

Details and application forms for ASA’s grants can be
found on ASA’s website at: http://archivesalberta.org/
programs-and-services/grants-education/. If you have
any questions about ASA’s grants, please contact Rene
Georgopalis, Archives Advisor at reneg@archivesalberta.
org.

Professional Development Travel Assistance: This
grant is available for travel costs for educational
opportunities, meetings and conferences not offered by
the ASA. The budget was reduced from $8000 to $6000.
Each individual member is eligible for $750 per year.
The grant is offered throughout the year.

PEOPLE AND PLACES
There have been some recent changes in the
archival community. Marilyn Campbell from the
Hinton Coal Branch Archives recently worked
her last day as archivist at the archives. We will
really miss Marilyn; she was so passionate about
her work at the Hinton Archives. Peace River
Museum, Archives and MacKenzie Centre has hired
a new archivist, Carson Murphy. The University of
Alberta has hired a new sessional archivist, Krista
Jamieson. Welcome Carson and Krista to Alberta’s
archival community!
In the last few newsletters, there was a wave of
archival babies and it seems that now there is a
wave of weddings. Our Archives Advisor got married
in June. Meribeth Plenert, our new Vice President
and the current Records Manager at the Court of
Appeal, is getting married in August, and Sara King,
PAA Government Archivist and ASA’s Secretary, will
be married next year. Congratulations!
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Archives Society of Alberta Membership Application 2015 – 2016

Submissions, Questions and
Suggestions
The Archives Society of Alberta
News is published quarterly
by the ASA. Submissions,
questions and suggestions
should be directed to:
Archives Society of Alberta
Suite 407, 10408-124 Street
Edmonton, AB  T5N 1R5
Telephone: (780) 424-2697
Fax: (780) 425-1679
Email: info@archivesalberta.
org
Individuals and institutions are
encouraged to submit articles,
reviews, reports, photographs
or letters to the Archives
Society of Alberta News, Issues
#1, 2, and 3. Submissions are
preferred in electronic format
as Word files for textual
submissions, or as JPG files for
graphic submissions.
Please note:
Issue #4 is reserved for Annual
Reports of the Society and its
committees.
If you are interested to
learn more about advertising
opportunities, please direct all
inquiries to
info@archivesalberta.org

______________________________________________________________________

Name (Institution or Individual)
__________________________________________________________________
Address
_______________________ _________________________ ________________
City
Province
Postal Code
Telephone ( _________ ) _________ - __________________________________
Business Phone ( _________ ) _________ - ______________________________
Fax ( _________ ) _________ - ________________________________________
E-mail_____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Voting Delegate (Associate)
__________________________________________________________________
Institutional Affiliation (Individual Members)
Type of Membership
Please Check
Archives Employee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Students, Volunteers, Seniors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00
Associate Institutional Member. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75.00
Institutional Member (Please contact the ASA for further information)
	Yes, I would like to volunteer for an ASA Committee

NEWSLETTER
Editing
Rene Georgopalis
Maryna Chernyavska
Layout
Maryna Chernyavska

The views expressed in the
Archives Society of Alberta
Newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Archives Society
of Alberta.
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Credit Card No. ______________________________________________
Expiry _____________ CVC ______ Visa

MasterCard

Card holder name (please print) _________________________________
Signature ________________________________________________
Please make cheque or money order payable to the Archives Society of
Alberta and mail to:
Archives Society of Alberta
Suite 407, 10408-124 Street
Edmonton, AB  T5N 1R5

8

www.archivesalberta.org

